
 

Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond 

United Church of Christ 
Our Church at Worship on 12th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

July 5, 2026   10:00 A.M.  
Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community 

connecting with Christ.  

 
 

Welcome, visitors!  
Join us after worship for coffee and conversation in the lounge, the room 

right next to the sanctuary. 
 

This week, we begin a series called “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask…” 

It’s a series focused on questions that might deepen our 

connections and yet we might hesitate to ask. Each week as we 

gather, you’ll be invited to write answers to that week’s question on 

sticky notes and place them on the poster at the front of church. 
Those who worship with us remotely are encouraged to share their 

answers in the comments during worship. 

This week’s question is: “Where are you from?” 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD    
 

PRELUDE            Penny Kraft 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME         Rev. Hope Molozaiy 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

GATHERING SONG “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” 
Chorus:  Come now is the time to worship 

 Come now is the time to give your heart 

 Come just as you are to worship 

 Come just as you are before your God 

 Come 

 
Verse:  One day every tongue 

  Will confess You are God 

  One day every knee will bow 

  Still the greatest treasure remains 

  For those who gladly choose You now 
 

Repeat Chorus 
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Vineyard Music UK) 

Brian Doerksen  CCLI License No. 1908882 
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CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER          Jean Valsa 

One:  We are from north and south.  

All:  We are from tiny apartments and expansive homes.  

One:  We are from this city and from others far away.  

All:   We are from big families and dinners made for one.  

One:  We are from stages of grief and stages of love.  
All: We are from hot summers and cold winters.  

One: We are from kitchens with passed down recipes,  

and front porches with old, familiar swings.  

All:  We are from the dust of the earth and the stars of the 

sky.  

One: We are from a lot of places, but today we are here.  
All: Today we are together.  

One: Holy God, gather us in. 

 

One:  Let us pray.  

Holy God,  
I don’t always know how to pray,  

All:  but you find me anyway.  

One:  I don’t always know how to listen,  

All:  but you are in my ears all the same.  

One:  I don’t always know how to believe,  

All:  but you surround me with beauty  
 and I find myself held together in love.  

One: Where I come from there are so many distractions.  

Where I come from there is so much noise.  

All:  Find me.  

Hold me.  
Be in these words.  

Help me hear. 

Amen.                    

 

HYMN   “In Christ There is No East or West”                 #394 

 
THE CHANCEL STEPS   
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at  
this time. Afterwards, children are encouraged to remain with their 
families for worship. Our staffed nursery is available for our youngest 
worshippers.  
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Song Response “Thank God” 

Thank God, thank God,  
thanks in the morning, thanks in the noontime;  

Thank God, thank God,  

thanks when the sun goes down. 

 

THE OFFERING  
Rather than pass the offering plates, they are available at the front and 
back of the sanctuary before and after worship. You may also give online at 
www.richmonducc.org/donate-now 
Invitation to Give 
 

Prayer of Dedication  (we say together) 

 God, we freely give  

from all that you have given us.  

Use our offerings and us  

in the work of your kingdom  
for your glory. Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Genesis 2:4-9, 15 
The Gospel according to John 1:35-46 

 

MESSAGE  “I’ve been meaning to ask…Where are you from?” 

 

HYMN         “Sheaves of Summer”         #338 
 

TIME OF CONFESSION 

Call to Confession 

Prayer 

One:  When people heard that Jesus was from Nazareth,  

they asked, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?”  
All:  We confess, God of beginnings, that we have asked the 

same question.  

One:  Can anything good come from that side of town?  

All:  From a school with poor test scores?  

One:  From a one with a criminal history?  

All:  From the opposite political party?  
One:  From one who’s addicted?  

All:  From a faith with doubt?  

One:  From a church with faults?  

http://www.richmonducc.org/donate-now
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All:  Holy God, forgive us for doubting that you are in all 

things at all times. Open our eyes to see your goodness, 
not as something that resides here or there, but as the 

expansive grace that it is. Amen. 

Quiet moment 

Promise of Forgiveness 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
Invitation 

Communion Prayer 

 Leader: God be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 People: We lift them up to God. 

 Leader: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 

 People: We joyfully give our thanks and praise. 

  the prayer continues…  

The Lord’s Prayer      
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Remembrance 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
Each tray of bread also holds gluten free crackers; we serve grape 
juice rather than wine so that all people may share in this meal. 
Please hold the bread and the cup until everyone is served so that 
we may all partake together.  
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, we give you thanks  

for the gift of our Savior’s presence  

in the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal.  

Unite us with all who are fed by Christ, that as one,  

we may proclaim the good news of your love,  
and that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope 

in an uncertain world; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Amen. 
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*HYMN  “God Bless Our Native Land”         RED Hymnal #66  

 
NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

Pastoral Benediction 

Sending Song    “Doxology” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God, above you heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.           

 
Call to worship, opening prayer, confession, adapted from liturgy by Rev. Sarah Are, A 

Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org; dedication, from Spill the Beans, Is. 25, p. 90. Music 
shared under CCLI License #1908882  

 

 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

TODAY     July 12   

Liturgist                  Jean Valsa     Mike Kennedy 
Video Director Nicki Carter                    Nicki Carter 

Greeter  Cheryl Kazimier      Dawn C. & Mike K. 

Usher   Jim Speaker      George Zimmermann      

Fellowship Hosts Penny Kraft            NEEDED! 

Sunday School n/a         The Kamans 
 

 

AT CHURCH THIS WEEK 

Tuesday,    8:30am    Breakfast Chat @ Richmond Cafe 

6pm        Endowment Committee 

Thursday,  Noon      Pastor at McHenry Co Faith Leaders 
Saturday,  8am         Men’s Breakfast Club 

Next Sunday, 11:15am  Youth Ed Mtg 

 

 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

FOR CONNECTION 

GRADUATION PARTY and Open House for Nicholas Heber will be 

on Saturday, July 11th from 1p.m. to 5p.m. It will be held at 

Hebron Community Park at 12314 Price Rd, Hebron, IL. (On the 

corner of Price and Moraine roads) 
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TABLE TALK This Tuesday, 8:30 AM, at the Richmond Café and 

other dates following in July 
As part of our July sermon series, you’re invited to a series of 

mealtime conversations this month. The first 3 will meet at 

Richmond Café on Main St and will be: this Tues (7/7) at 8:30AM, 

Wednesday, 7/15, at 11:30AM, and Thursday, 7/23, at 9AM.  

The last one will be a dinner at the church on Wednesday, 

7/29, at 6PM. Each week we’ll chat over the main question of the 
week and related questions. You are welcome to come to any or all 

as your schedule allows. Letting Pastor Hope know if you plan to 

come is helpful but not required! 

 

FOR SERVICE 
HELP FOR VENEZUELA 

From the UCC Philanthropy Office: Two devastating earthquakes 

struck Venezuela recently, triggering a rapidly escalating crisis. 

Aftershocks continue, including a magnitude 4.6 tremor recorded 

as recently as Monday morning. The impact is staggering: 

• More than 1,940 lives lost; more than 5,000 people injured; 

nearly 16,000 displaced from their homes; an estimated 46,000 
people still missing. UNICEF estimates that 1.8 million people, 

including 680,000 children, need humanitarian assistance. The 

search for survivors continues. 

  In response, the United Church of Christ is launching 

an urgent appeal to support both immediate life-saving aid and 

long-term recovery. Working through our trusted partners on the 
ground like Global Ministries and ACT Alliance, we are delivering 

emergency relief to displaced families, distributing food and water, 

and offering pastoral care to those facing profound loss and 

trauma. Consider making a gift today. We also ask you and your 

families to pray for everyone affected. Your support is essential. 
Together, we can provide hope, healing and love to our neighbors in 

Venezuela.  
 

ANNUAL BEEF ROAST is Saturday August 22nd from 11AM – 

1:30PM. Please invite your friends and neighbors and prepare to 

help and attend.  

 

https://va909.keap-link005.com/v2/click/300ceb740bb902cac8b9b65ed96c88c0/eJyNkM0KwkAMhN8lZ7VaxdXeihQpVQ-iZ1naoEvrNm6zgkrf3fiDJwWvmZkvzNyA0WrLaQERnPW0P4UOOMwNGbQ8qy3r_CkO1USNwg5UxpZzV3uC6PYt-9Ef14EKlRpLii-EYtqs41mWrua7RbrKxEzayZd_SKNBOB72P6BkGacLaNufZDwaTs4CbyBi5_FRqjBSjLeuEv-BmZooCBpPVDvu-Tzv1W4fSASvHivdRe34cPK6RMFpIrTFe44MLy9oeweUqGfu
https://va909.keap-link005.com/v2/click/2b01bef0291baa04f3cf0352ac848f0b/eJyNkE8LgkAQxb_LnC3LpC1vIhFieYg6x6JDLtk6rbOBhd-97Q-dCrrOe-83vHcDRi01pyVEcJHz0Rw8MFgoUqg5aTTL4ilOxEyEgQe10selaSxBdPuW_eiP61gEQkxDD7gjdKbtJk6yNF_uV2meOTNJ4778QwrHwXQy-oAW6zhdQd__JONJ8eLi4C1EbCw-SpXKFeOdqZ2_YqY28v3WEjWGh7Yoho05-C6CV4u1HKA0XJ2tPKLDSSLU5XuODLsXtL8Dllxn8A==
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PRAYERS for the week of July 5, 2026 
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please send 
them to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org) AND our 

Office (office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a person on our list for 
four weeks, unless asked to leave them on longer. 

 
BIRTHDAYS: Grant Tedder (7/6), Dayton Crutcher (7/8), Louise 

Strahs (7/10), Carol Sligting (7/12)  

 

JOYS: We give thanks for a delightful community worship service 

last Sunday with Anderson’s and for 250 years of the United States 
 

PRAYERS FOR: 

Jonathan Kaman’s friends, Kariann & Tim 

Debbie’s son, Angelo  

Traveling Families  

Barb Howe  
Nicki’s friend, Stan, father of her friend Joe  

Nicki’s sister, Kelly 

 

Ongoing Prayers 

Kim’s Dad, Bob 
Jeremy Crutcher  

Kim’s friend, Darin 

Ralph Runnfeldt 

Jonathan Kaman’s relative, Terri 

Mike & Donna Anderson 

George’s brother, Kurt 
Pastor Ruth Costello 

Valsa family’s young friend, Levi 

Dick & Louise Strahs 

For peace around the world 

Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail 
Louise Strah’s niece, Amy 

 

Please hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer 

Partners. Jean and Jim, Alaina, Libby, and Phoebe Valsa 

This week’s Wider Church Prayer Partners, our neighbors in 

Christ at St. Nicolai UCC in Chicago and their pastor, The Rev. 
David K. Antieau 
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July 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1  2  3  4  

      Happy 4th of 
July!  
 

 
5  6  7  8  9  10  11  

10:00 AM 
Worship 

 8:30AM  
Breakfast 
Chat 
 
 
 
6:00PM 
Endowment 
Comm 

  
 
Noon 
Pastor at 
McHenry 
Co. Faith 
Leaders 

 8:00AM 
Men’s Club 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18  

10:00 AM 
Worship 
 
11:15AM 
Youth Ed. 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30PM 
Cabinet 
 
 

  
 
 
11:30AM 
Lunch Chat 

   
Basement 
Floor 
Cleaning 
 
BIGWILL 
Meeting 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25  

10:00 AM 
Worship 

   9:00AM 
Breakfast 
Chat 

  

26   27 28 29 30 31  

10:00 AM 
Worship 
 
11:15AM 
Worship 
& 
Spiritual 
Growth 
Meeting 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00PM 
Dinner Chat 
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