
 

 Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond 

United Church of Christ  

Our Church at Worship on 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

celebrating the Baptism of Henry Edmund Chowela  

July 19, 2026   10:00 A.M.  
 

 
 

Welcome, visitors!  
Join us after worship for coffee and conversation in the lounge, the room 

right next to the sanctuary. 
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Today we welcome the Cholewa family – Stephen, Danielle, 

Gunner, Henry, and their extended family. Stephen is the grand-
nephew of Alice Pierce, who was an active part of the Richmond 

community and the Community Church for many, many years of 

her long life. Stephen, Danielle, and family currently live in 

Wisconsin. They continue some of their long family connections to 

this area by bringing first Gunner and now Henry back to the 

Community Church for baptism.  
Please make sure to sign the baptism card for Henry 

before worship ends. You might include a few words of blessing for 

him, or a favorite passage of Scripture, or you might just sign your 

name. Henry will not remember the particulars of this day, but this 

is one way we offer a record of those who witnessed this sacrament, 
who represented the Church Universal at this time.  

 

 

 

 

 
Also, this week, we continue a series called “I’ve Been 

Meaning to Ask…” It’s focused on questions that might deepen our 

connections and yet we might hesitate to ask. Each week as we 

gather, you are invited to answer to that week’s question on a 

sticky note and place it on the poster at the front of church. 
Those who worship remotely are encouraged to share their answers 

in the comments during worship. This week’s question is: “What 

do you need?” Please write your answer as you have a moment 

and bring it to the board up front.  
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD 
 

 
PRELUDE            Penny Kraft 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME         Rev. Hope Molozaiy 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER                     Nicki Carter 

One:  Friends of God,  

This is the place for connection and growth,  

for community and hope.  

This must be the place for questions like, 
Lower Voices: “Where are you from?”  

Higher Voices: “What do you need?” 
 

One: This must be the place for whispers of:  

Lower Voices: “I’ve been thinking of you,”  

Higher Voices: “I’ve been meaning to ask. . .”  
 

One:  This must be the place, because all belong here.  

ALL:  All are welcome here.  

One:  All hurt and joy, all needs and prayers,  

all dreams and love, are welcome here.  
God is near.  

ALL:  Let us worship Holy God.  
 

One: Let us pray.  

God of long winters and long summers,  
do your best to come to us quickly.  

Come to us with loud praise and joy,  

or speak to us in a still, small voice.  

ALL: Come to us through friends,  

or come to us through strangers. 
One:  Come to us in ancient text and in this time of worship,  

and come to us quickly if you can.  

ALL:  We are seeking you.  

We are always seeking you.  

With grateful hearts cracked open by love, we pray. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN        “God Reigns o’er All the Earth”                    #21 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  UCC Statement of Faith 
 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us  
in Jesus our brother, and to whose deeds we testify: 

 

God calls the worlds into being,  

creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us 

the ways of life and death. 

God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin. 
God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of  

righteousness declared through prophets and apostles. 
 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth,  

our crucified and risen Lord, 
 God has come to us and shared our common lot, 

conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole 

creation to its Creator. 
 

God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit,  

creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,  

binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, 

and races.  
 

God calls us into the church  

to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,  

to be servants in the service of the whole human family,  

to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the 

powers of evil,  

to share in Christ’s baptism and eat at his table,  
to join him in his passion and victory. 

 

God promises to all who trust in the gospel:  

forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,  

courage in the struggle for justice and peace,  

the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing,  
and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God. Amen. 

 

THE CHANCEL STEPS 

The children are invited to the front of the church at this time.  
After the baptism, they are dismissed to Sunday school downstairs. 
They will return upstairs at the end of worship.  
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Candidate for Baptism: Henry Edmund Cholewa 
Parents: Steven and Danielle Cholewa 

Sponsors in Baptism:  Kenneth Nagel and Christie Nagel 
 

Welcome and Address 

Pastor:  We remember that loving parents were bringing children    
to Jesus that he might touch them, and the disciples 

rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant, 

and said to them, 

People:  “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them, for 

to such belongs the realm of God. Truly, I say to you, 

whoever does not receive the realm of God like a child 
shall not enter it.” 

Pastor:  And Jesus took them in his arms and blessed them, 

laying his hands upon them. We remember also that 

Jesus came to John to be baptized. But John tried to 

make him change his mind. “I ought to be baptized by 
you,” John said, “yet you have come to me!” 

People:  Jesus said, “Let it be so for now. For in this way, we 

shall do all that God requires.” So John agreed. 

Pastor:  As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the 

water. Then heaven was opened to him, and he saw the 

Spirit of God coming down like a dove and lighting on 
him. 

People:  Then a voice said from heaven, “This is my own dear 

Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Pastor: At another time Jesus said: Go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign 

of the grace of God. Inasmuch as the promise of the 

gospel is not only to us but also to our children, baptism 

with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their 

acceptance into the care of Christ’s church, the sign and 
seal of their participation in God’s forgiveness, and the 

beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and 

discipleship. 

People:  This is the water of baptism. Out of this water we rise 

with new life, forgiven of sin and one in Christ, 
members of Christ’s body. 
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Questions of Baptism 
 

Congregational Promise 

Pastor:  Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and 

to offer them the gift of grace in baptism. Do you, who 

witness and celebrate this reaffirmation and this 
sacrament, promise your love, support, and care to the 

ones before you today, as they live and grow in Christ? 

People:  We promise our love, support, and care. 
 

Prayer of Baptism 
 

Act of Baptism 
 

Response of Praise (we sing)     
 Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le–lu–ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja . 

Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja. Hal-le–lu-ja, hal–le-lu–ja. 
 

Prayer for the Baptized (we say together)  

 Gracious God, who filled the world with joy  
 by giving us the gift of Jesus,  

 bless our newly baptized brother, Henry.  

 May he be filled with your joy.  

 May he never be ashamed to confess  

 a personal faith in you.  
 Bless Danielle and Steven; 

 sustain in them in love and care for Henry.  

 Bless us all in this community of faith.  

 Unite us in the peace of Christ  

 and the company of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

HYMN       “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”               #325 
 

 
WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Job 2:11-13 

The Gospel according to Mark 5:21-24, 35-36 

The Second Letter to Timothy 4:9-13, 18 

 

MESSAGE I’ve been meaning to ask…What do you need? 

 
HYMN  “There is a Balm in Gilead”         #553 
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WE RESPOND TO THE CALL OF GOD 
 

TIME OF PRAYER 
Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING  

Invitation to Give 
Prayer of Dedication  (we say together) 

 Generous God,    

 thank you for all that you have given us.   

 Take our offerings;   

 and use them for the building of your kingdom.   

 May they be a sign of all that we offer   
 and may they remind us that    

 all that we are and have comes from you.   

 Amen. 

 

*HYMN                   “What a Covenant”        #471 
 
NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

Pastoral Benediction  

Sending Song    “Doxology” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God, above you heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

 
Call to worship, opening prayer, confession, adapted from liturgy by Rev. Sarah Are, A 

Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org; dedication, from Spill the Beans, Is. 25, p. 90. Music 
shared under CCLI License #1908882  

 
 

 



 

- 8 - 

 

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 

TODAY     July 26 
Liturgist                  Nicki Carter   Elise Livingston 

Video Director Nicki Carter                    Nicki Carter 

Greeter  Elise L. & George Z.     Charles Kemp 

Usher   Jim Speaker      George Zimmermann  

Fellowship Hosts The Tedders                 NEEDED! 

Sunday School The Tedders                 NEEDED! 
 

 

AT CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

Thursday,  9:00am  Breakfast Chat @ Richmond Cafe 

Next Sunday,  11:15am Worship & Spiritual Growth Meeting 
 

 

CHURCH NEWS 

FOR CONNECTION 

TABLE TALK: As part of our July sermon series, you’re invited to a 
series of mealtime conversations this month. The next one will 

meet at Richmond Café on Main St this Thursday, 7/23, at 9AM. 

The last one will be a dinner at the church on Wednesday, 7/29, at 

6PM. Each week we’ll chat over the main question of the week and 

related questions. You are welcome to come to any or all as your 

schedule allows. Letting Pastor Hope know if you plan to come is 
helpful but not required! 

 

FOR SERVICE 

SUPPORT ILLINOIS CASA  

This month, the Wider Missions Ministry is receiving monetary 
donations for Illinois CASA (Court-appointed special advocates). 

This is the organizing body for 29 local CASA programs in 85 of the 

102 counties in Illinois. These local programs recruit, train, and 

support over 3000 volunteer advocates who promote the best 

interests of children who have experienced abuse and neglect and 

are now involved in the child welfare system. You can put your 
donation in the Fisher Price house at the front of church, or clearly 

mark your check or giving envelope with “Illinois CASA.” Thank 

you! 

 

ANNUAL BEEF ROAST is Saturday August 22nd from 11AM – 
1:30PM. Please invite your friends and neighbors and plan to help 

and attend.  
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CABINET UPDATES 

- The Church Cabinet met on Monday night. Our main order of 
business was to consider potential changes to the church 

constitution, mostly relating to the endowment fund. These 

proposed changes have been worked through by a special 

committee assembled by President George Zimmermann, then 

considered by the current members of the Endowment Committee, 

and then presented to the Cabinet. More information about this 
proposal will be shared with the congregation very soon, and if you 

want to know more sooner, speak with George, Pastor Hope, or 

another member of the Endowment Team.  

- We noted that total offerings during June were low, as attendance 

was low and one Sunday was the community worship downtown. 
We count on pledged giving to stay regular so that we have funds to 

pay our monthly bills. If you’ve missed some of your regular giving 

lately, we encourage you to “catch up” as you can. If your 

circumstances have changed since you made your pledge, and you 

know that you won’t be able to give that amount, please contact 

Financial secretary Judy Jooss to update her. Thanks so much! 
 

AUGUST SERMON SERIES 

“Faith by the Fire: Fiery Tales to Fortify Your Spirit” 

This August, we’ll gather ‘round the campfire! Well, not literally, 

but we will use some of the great Bible stories that feature fire to 
see how God prepares us, guides us, welcomes us, and reveals 

what might yet survive. As we do, we’ll use some favorite camp 

songs for our worship songs. I’m excited for this series and I have 

two ways you can help me plan: 

First of all: What fire stories come to your mind from the Bible? 

And which are your favorites? The burning bush? Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace? The pillar of fire 

leading the people in the wilderness? Jesus cooking breakfast on a 

charcoal fire?  

I’d love to know what comes to your mind! 

 
And…what songs did you learn at camp? What did you sing by the 

campfire after you made smores? What songs come to mind when 

you think of camp or camping?  

Let me know what you think of and maybe we’ll use some of them 

in our August worship. 
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GIFT CARD ORDERING: Contact Penny Kraft to order gift cards 

for your regular shopping, dining out, gas stations, or, of course, 
for gifts! You can see a full list of vendors and the % we receive at 

www.raiseright.com/brands . Contact Penny at 815-236-6172 or 

mriapk@gmail.com or leave an order form and payment in the 

mailbox labelled “GIFT CARDS” in the upper hallway. Gift Card 

App We can also support this fundraiser through the RaiseRight 

app with your smartphone. Gift cards for many places are available 
digitally for you to purchase and then use right away at the store 

you’re shopping in or the restaurant you’re eating at! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to sponsor altar flowers on a 

particular Sunday in honor of a birthday, anniversary or other 
special day, please talk to Jonathan Kaman, 815-347-5035. 

Jonathan can order something from the florist or you can provide 

your own arrangement. 

 

REP YOUR CHURCH: Show your Community Church of Richmond 

spirit with a church T-shirt! The front features our church name, 
and the back shares our message:  

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you’re 
welcome here.”  
Shirts are available in Youth Small–Large ($8) and Adult XS–3XL 

($10). Light blue is the featured color, with additional color options 
available upon request. To place an order or request a different 

color, text 815-861-6507. 
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PRAYERS for the week of July 19, 2026 

If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please 
send them to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org) 

AND our Office (office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a person on 
our list for four weeks, unless asked to leave them on longer. 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Tiana Obara (7/22), Phoebe Valsa (7/22), Georgia 

Tedder (7/25)  
 

JOYS: We are thankful for time with friends, reunions, camps, 

seeing members and family we haven’t seen lately!  

 

PRAYERS FOR: 

Phyllis Kazimier’s son, David 
Pastor Hope’s husband, Alex 

Marti’s friend, Henry 

Jessica’s friends’ baby, William in NICU 

Families who were affected by the storm on Lake Geneva 

Sheryl Vezina, and her sister Sharlene 
Jonathan Kaman’s friends, Kariann & Tim 

Debbie’s son, Angelo  

Barb Howe  

Nicki’s friend, Stan, father of her friend Joe  

 

Ongoing Prayers 
Kim’s Dad, Bob 

Jeremy Crutcher  

Kim’s friend, Darin 

Ralph Runnfeldt 

Jonathan Kaman’s relative, Terri 
Mike & Donna Anderson 

George’s brother, Kurt 

Pastor Ruth Costello 

Valsa family’s young friend, Levi 

Dick & Louise Strahs 

For peace around the world 
Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail 

Louise Strah’s niece, Amy 
 
Please hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer 

Partners, Karen & Joe Wootton 

This week’s Wider Church Prayer Partners, our neighbors in 
Christ at The Peoples Church Chicago and their pastor, The Rev. 

Dr. Herbert Carey 
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