Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond

United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on 18* Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 9, 2026 10:00 A.M.

Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.

Welcome, visitors!
Join us after worship for coffee and conversation in the lounge, the room
right next to the sanctuary.



WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE Penny Kraft

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Hope Molozaiy
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

GATHERING SONG “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
There I am as well.

And whatsoever ye shall ask I will do,
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER Henry Molozaiy
Leader: In the ancient stories of our faith ancestors,
we’ve heard about the faithful fires of God:
fires that lead lost people in the wilderness at night;
fires that burn without consuming a green-leafed bush;
fires that come down from heaven on the wings of prayer,
consuming the faint hearts of false prophets.
Now, it is the spirits of ordinary people that catch fire with
joy, consuming the attitudes and customs that divide them,
creating goodwill between them.
People: May it be so!
May the flames of that Spirit dance in us!
May we be on fire with the possibility of sharing life
in love, and may we spread this fire on!



Leader: Let us pray.
Kindling Spirit, build well the fire in our hearts this day.
People: Fan our lives to flame so that everyone will see the
love of Christ ablaze in our us.
Leader: Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, has set his church alight
with strength and boldness and power!
People: Kindling Spirit, build well the fire in our hearts
this day. Amen.

THE CHANCEL STEPS

The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at
this time. Afterwards, they are dismissed to Sunday School
downstairs. They will return upstairs at the end of worship.

Song Response “I'm Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing”
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout
I’m gonna sing, I’'m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!
For when those gates are opened wide
I’m gonna sit by Jesus’ side,
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD
SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 18:1-3, 28, 46-49

SONG “I Will Call Upon the Lord”
I will call upon the Lord
who is worthy to be praised,
So shall I be saved from my enemies.

The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock,
And let the God of my salvation be exalt-ed.
The Lord liveth and blessed be the Rock.
And let the God of my salvation be exalt-ed.
SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 13:17-22

MESSAGE Faith by the Fire: God’s Fire Guides
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SONG “Testify to Love”
VERSE 1
All the colors of the rainbow,
all the voices of the wind,
every dream that reaches out,
every dream that reaches out to find where love begins,
every word of every story,
every star in every sky,
every corner of creation
lives to testify.
CHORUS
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love
I’ll be a witness in the silences when words are not enough.
With every breath I take, I will give thanks to God above.
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love.

VERSE 2
From the mountains to the valleys,
from the rivers to the sea,
every hand that reaches out,
every hand that reaches out to offer peace,
every simple act of mercy,
every step to kingdom come,
all the hope in every heart
will speak what love has done.
CHORUS
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love
I’ll be a witness in the silences when words are not enough.
With every breath I take, I will give thanks to God above.
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love.
I will testify to love.
Repeat Chorus twice more

TIME OF PRAYER
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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THE OFFERING
Rather than pass the offering plates, they are available at the front and
back of the sanctuary before and after worship. You may also give online at
wwuw.richmonducc.org/ donate-now
Invitation to Give
Prayer of Dedication
Accept our lives, O God, as well as our gifts.
Let the spirit in which we give them be your spirit;
let the use that is made of them be your use, O Holy One.
Amen.

HYMN “Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer” #18
NEWS OF THE CHURCH

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction
Sending Song “Shine Jesus Shine”
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze,
set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

Call, adapted from Nancy Rockwell, in Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, edited
by Maren C. and Maria I. Tirabassi, The Pilgrim Press, p. 98; opening prayer, from Chalice
Worship, p. 148; Dedication, Chalice Worship, Chalice Press, 1997, #526.

PASTOR’S PRESS CONFERENCE Today, right after worship, we’ll
take a little time for Pastor Hope to share some updates and to
answer a few questions that are on your minds.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

August 9 August 16
Liturgist Henry Molozaiy Youth Liturgists
Video Director Nicki Carter Nicki Carter
Greeter Cheryl Heber Cheryl Kazimier
Usher George Zimmermann Jim Speaker
Fellowship Hosts Ursula Zajack The Tedders
Sunday School Karen Wootton NEEDED
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http://www.richmonducc.org/donate-now

Flowers today were given by Jim and Kathy Speaker in honor of
their 42rd wedding anniversary

AT CHURCH THIS WEEK
Sara out of office all week

Today Pastor’s Press Conference
Wider Missions Cookie Sale
Monday, 6:30pm Cabinet Meeting on Zoom
Tuesday, 2:30-7:30pm Blood Drive
Thursday, Noon Pr at McHenry Co. Faith Leaders Lunch

CHURCH NEWS

FOR CONNECTION

WIDER MISSIONS COOKIE SALE

Today, the Wider Missions Ministry will be making cookies with the
Sunday School children as a fundraiser for the UCC Campus
Ministry, at University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The cookies
will be sold during coffee hour, and Missions will match what is
made from the cookie sale.

UCC Campus Ministry draws students from across the state of
[linois and around the world. It is a landing spot for life-long
progressive Christians, and also welcomes students of different
faith backgrounds, newcomers to Christianity, as well as students
who have left the conservative churches of their youth in search of
more inclusive communities.

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & BAG BLESSING

August 23, the day following the Beef Roast, bring your lawn chair
to enjoy worship out on the church lawn.

Also bring your backpack for the new school year, an old backpack,
a laptop bag, another work bag, a purse, or any other bag of
regular use. We will bless the bags during worship. (Psst! What a
great day to invite a friend to worship and to bring their backpack
as welll)

END OF SUMMER PARTY

August 23, following outdoor worship. From noon to 4PM, The
Community Church is invited to George and Elise’s home for an
End of Summer Party. Bring a dish to share. You can wear your
swimming suit and enjoy the pool, play a few friendly games of
bags or relax on the patio. Thanks so much to Elise and George for
this event!
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FOR SERVICE

BLOOD DRIVE, Tuesday, August 11, 2:30 to 7:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Appointments are appreciated, but walk-ins are
always welcome! Helpful tip: Be sure to eat a healthy meal and
drink plenty of water before donating. Don’t forget to bring a photo
ID. Every donation can make a difference. We hope to see you
there!

ANNUAL BEEF ROAST ANNUAL BEEF ROAST is Saturday August
22 from 11AM - 1:30PM. Help us earn money to support our
fantastic church while we have a fun weekend together!

We’ve been serving delicious roast beef meals to our community for
nearly 50 years!

We can use help with volunteers in the days before — putting up the
big tent and laying the outdoor floor; prepping corn, potatoes;
slicing tomatoes; setting up the serving space, etc.

And we need help the day of — cashiers, outdoor greeters, runners,
and servers, kitchen help and food prep, and clean up at the end of
serving.

Kathy Speaker organizes our volunteers for this day of fun, so
reach out to her if you want to help out for a few hours of the day.
(kspeaker77@gmail.com or 815-382-4340)

Whether you can volunteer or not, we hope you’ll buy a meal or
several and definitely tell your friends, family, and neighbors!
Meals are $18 and include slow-roasted beef, baked potato, dinner
roll, corn on the cob, fresh tomato slices, ice box pickles, and a
dessert. Drinks are available, $2 each.

You can enjoy your meals under the tent on the church lawn or
take them home to enjoy.

NEW THIS YEAR! Enjoy a savory beef sandwich served with au
jus, pickles, chips, and dessert for $15.

Roast beef is available by the pound or half pound, and pickles are
available ala carte. Postcards and flyers are in the lounge, and the
event is shareable on Facebook!



mailto:kspeaker77@gmail.com

PRAYERS for the Week of August 9, 2026
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please
send them to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org)
AND our Office Manager (office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a
person on our list for four weeks, unless asked to leave them on
longer.

JOYS: We are grateful for positive health results and for the joy of
being able to serve others.

PRAYERS FOR:

Sheryl Vezina

The Hinkle Family in Spring Grove
Robert’s brother

Safe Travels for Families

Nicki’s friend, Dawn

Phyllis Kazimier’s son, David

Ongoing Prayers

Kim’s parents, Bob & Judy
Jeremy Crutcher

Kim'’s friend, Darin

Ralph Runnfeldt

Jonathan Kaman'’s relative, Terri
Mike & Donna Anderson
George’s brother, Kurt

Pastor Ruth Costello

Valsa family’s young friend, Levi
Dick & Louise Strahs

For peace around the world
Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail
Louise Strah’s niece, Amy

Hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer Partners,
Mike & Donna Anderson

This week’s Wider Church Prayer Partners, our neighbors in
Christ at University Church Chicago and their pastor, Rev. Julian
Deshazier



GOD

18 Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer

Exod. 13:21; 16:4; 17:6; Ps. 105:39-44; Rev. 22:1-2 William Williams, 1745
St. 1, transl. Peter Williams, 1771; alt.
St. 2-3, ransl. William Williams, 1772; alt.

1 Guide me, O my great Re - deem-er, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the crys - tal foun-tain, where the heal - ing
3 When I reach the Riv - er Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious

bar - ren land; I am weak, but  you are might - y;
wa - ters flow. Let the fire and cloud - y pil - lar
fears sub - side. Death of death, and  hell’s de - struc-tion,

hold me with your power-ful hand. Bread of heav - en,  bread of heav-en,
lead me all my  jour- ney through. Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer,
land me safe on heav-en’s side. Songs of prais - es, songs of prais-es

feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want no more.
ev - er be my strengthand shield, ev - er be my strengthand shield.
I will ev-er sing to you, I willev - er sing to  you.
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John Hughes, a railroad official by trade, composed this turne Tune: CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7.
for the 1907 anniversary of Capel Rhondda, Pontypridd, Wales. John Hughes, 1907
Cwm Rhondda refers to the “low valley” area surrounding the Alternate setting: ZION

urban district of Rhondda in southern Wales.



