Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond

United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 30, 2026 10:00 A.M.
Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE Penny Kraft

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Hope Molozaiy
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

GATHERING SONG “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
There I am as well.

And whatsoever ye shall ask I will do,
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER Cheryl Kazimier
Leader: In the ancient stories of our faith ancestors,
we’ve heard about the faithful fires of God:
fires that lead lost people in the wilderness at night;
fires that burn without consuming a green-leafed bush;
fires that come down from heaven on the wings of prayer,
consuming the faint hearts of false prophets.
Now, it is the spirits of ordinary people that catch fire with
joy, consuming the attitudes and customs that divide
them, creating goodwill between them.
People: May it be so!
May the flames of that Spirit dance in us!
May we be on fire with the possibility of sharing life
in love, and may we spread this fire on!



Leader: Let us pray.
God of all light, whose presence shines as a lamp unto our
feet,
and whose brilliance overpowers the sadness of this world,
shine in our hearts as we greet a new day.

People: By your light, may we look into the future
and discern the shape of Christ,
whose kindly light leads us on.
We pray in the name of Christ, the light of the world.
Amen.

SONG “Come, Holy Spirit, Come”
Come Holy Spirit come,
come Holy Spirit come.
Come as the fire and burn,
come as the light and reveal,
come as the wind and cleanse
Convict us... show us Your way;
Convert us... day after day.
Consecrate us until we’re wholly Thine.
REPEAT from the beginning

Closing Tag: In Christ’s precious name we pray.
Words and Music: Bryan Sirchio, Copyright ©2008 All rights reserved. Used by permission

SPECIAL MUSIC Men’s Chorus

THE CHANCEL STEPS
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at
this time. Afterwards, children are dismissed downstairs to Sunday
school. They will return upstairs at the end of worship.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Song Response “I'm Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing”
Part 1
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!
For when those gates are opened wide
I’m gonna sit by Jesus’ side,
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!
Part 2
Swing low, sweet chariot
coming for to carry me home
Swing low, sweet chariot,
coming for to carry me home.

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 3:10-15
Malachi 3:1-12

MESSAGE Faith by the Fire: God’s Fire Refines

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD

SONG “Take My Life (Holiness)” Credit: Scott Underwood
Verse 1

Holiness, holiness is what I long for

Holiness is what I need

Holiness, holiness is what You want from me

Verse 2

Faithfulness, faithfulness is what I long for
Faithfulness is what I need

Faithfulness, faithfulness is what You want from me

Chorus

So, take my heart and form it
Take my mind, transform it.
Take my will, conform it

to Yours, to Yours, oh Lord.

Verse 3 Righteousness...

Repeat Chorus



TIME OF PRAYER

THE OFFERING
Invitation to Give
Prayer of Dedication
Accept our lives, O God, as well as our gifts.
Let the spirit in which we give them be your spirit;
let the use that is made of them be your use, O Holy One.
Amen.

*HYMN “Fire of God, Undying Flame” #64
NEWS OF THE CHURCH

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction

Sending Song “Shine Jesus Shine”
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

Call, adapted from Nancy Rockwell, in Before the Amen: Creative Resources for Worship, edited
by Maren C. and Maria I. Tirabassi, The Pilgrim Press, p. 98; opening prayer, from Flames of the
Spirit: Resources for worship, edited by Ruth C. Duck, The Pilgrim Press, 1985, p. 26, #2;
Dedication, Chalice Worship, Chalice Press, 1997, 526. Music shared under CCLI License

#1908882
WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
TODAY September 6
Liturgist Cheryl Kazimier George Zimmermann
Greeter Ron and Ina Obara Charles Kemp
Usher Jim Speaker George Zimmermann
Fellowship Hosts The Kamans NEEDED!
Sunday School Margaret & Olivia n/a
AT CHURCH THIS WEEK
Today, 11:15am Worship & Spiritual Growth Meeting

Thursday, 6:30pm Knit & Crafting Group
Next Sunday, 11:15am Youth Ed. Meeting



CHURCH NEWS
FOR CONNECTION
FALL WORSHIP SERIES
In September and October, we’ll journey with Moses and the
Israelites out of slavery into new life through the book of Exodus.
Pastor Hope will offer a few table talk opportunities throughout this
series. If you're interested in some engaging background reading,
Pastor will be ordering a small study guide by Adam Hamilton
titled “Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.” The cost
for her to order is $15; let her know if you’d like her to order one
for you!

CORN MAZE OUTING at Richardson Adventure Farm!

Sunday, September 20 from 2-6pm.

Rob and Carol have graciously donated a Corn Maze entrance

and a campfire/picnic area that we can call home base, share some
dinner and fellowship, explore the maze and all it has to offer.

We ask you to bring: a $10 donation per person that will go to the
Community Church, chairs, and your own drinks.

A signup sheet is in the lounge. Please indicate how many will be
attending and what food you will bring to share. Hot dogs, buns,
condiments, utensils and napkins will be provided.

Please remember that while the Adventure Farm is fun for all, this
event is only for the Community Church, not extended family or
friends. Thanks.

For those who need assistance getting to our site, we will have a
golf cart to pick you up. Questions, contact Dawn Conley at 815-
236-5982 or Conley8405@gmail.com

FOR SERVICE

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Boxes of cereal are needed for Richmond-Spring Grove Food Pantry
the Food Pantry...but not Cheerios! The Pantry gets pretty low on
these items in the summer. Please consider bringing boxes of
cereal in September.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
September 20, 2026, immediately following worship in the
sanctuary. The sole purpose of this meeting is to vote on proposed
changes to the Endowment language in our church constitution
and bylaws. Over the past several months, our leadership team has
carefully reviewed these documents to ensure our endowment fund
continues to be managed effectively, transparently, and in
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alignment with our long-term ministry goals. The proposed updates
aim to modernize our financial stewardship policies and provide
greater clarity for future generations. Because this change requires
a change to our governing documents, a quorum is required to
conduct this business. Please mark your calendar to attend this
meeting; your voice and your vote are incredibly important. Copies
of the current constitution and bylaws as well as the proposed
changes will be available for your review in the church lounge or by
email on request starting today. Speak with President George
Zimmermann, Pastor Hope, or any member of the Cabinet if you
have other questions.

BEEF ROAST RECAP

Thank you, Church, for an excellent Beef Roast weekend! We
brought in a record-setting $4500 this year! All our beef, desserts,
rolls, and of course pickles, were gone on Saturday with only a few
vegetables left for us to buy for ourselves on Sunday. Great big
thanks to Jim and Kathy Speaker for all the organizing and pickle-
making, to Robert Richardson for the tent and the floor and for
getting up in the wee hours of Saturday to roast the beef and much
thanks to everyone who helped spread the word, everyone who
helped at any part of the process, and everyone who came to eat
beef!

HANDBELL/CHOIR UPDATES

Hey, all you folks interested in handbells! Kim invites you to an
informational meeting after worship on September 13. The first
handbell rehearsal will be after worship on September 27, with
plans to play during worship once a month. It’s important that Kim
have a good idea of everyone’s availability so she can choose the
right pieces to play, so please attend on the 13t or reach out to
Kim.

Chancel Choir practices will start on Wednesday, September 9,
meeting weekly on Wednesdays at 7 PM, with plans to sing in
worship twice a month. Everyone is welcome to join in with either —
or both! — of these fantastic groups!



PRAYERS for the week of August 30, 2026
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please send them
to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org) AND our Office
(office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a person on our list for four weeks,
unless asked to leave them on longer.

BIRTHDAYS: Jonathan Kaman (9/1), Carol Richardson (9/2), Libby Valsa
(9/4), Jim Speaker (9/6)

JOYS: We are thankful for our safe community and church families,
visiting with family, and the amazing turnout for the beef roast. We are
also thankful for the beautiful walkway in front of the church being done!

PRAYERS FOR:

Daniel and Juliet Visitacion

Penny'’s friend, Valerie Krazan

Marti’s friend, Henry

Annabelle

Elise’s niece, Lindsey

Jeremy Crutcher

For all teachers and students going back to school
All those headed to college in the coming weeks
Sheryl Vezina

The Hinkle Family in Spring Grove

Robert’s brother

Ongoing Prayers

Kim’s parents, Bob & Judy
Kim’s friend, Darin

Ralph Runnfeldt

Jonathan Kaman’s relative, Terri
Mike & Donna Anderson
George’s brother, Kurt

Pastor Ruth Costello

Valsa family’s young friend, Levi
Dick & Louise Strahs

For peace around the world
Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail
Louise Strah’s niece, Amy

Please hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer

Partners, Rob, Kelli, James, & Anna Brossart and this week’s Wider
Church Prayer Partner, our neighbors in Christ at First Congregational
UCC of Crystal Lake, and their pastors, The Rev. Eric Fistler & The Rev.
Emily Davis.



September 2026

Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1:30PM
Missions
Mtg. 6:30PM
Knit & Craft
6 | 7 ] 8 | 9 | 10 | 11 ] 12 |
10:00 AM Labor 8AM
Worship Day Noon Pr @ Men’s
McHenry Co Breakfast
11:15 AM Faith Club
Youth Ed. Leaders
Mtg. 7PM Lunch Floor
Choir Cleaning:
Practice ALL DAY
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10:00 AM
Worship
11:15 AM
Handbell Info Mtg
6:30PM 7PM
Cabinet Choir
on Zoom Practice
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10:00 AM
Worship
11AM
Special
Congregational
Mtg 7PM
Choir
2-6PM Practice
Corn Maze
27 28 29 30 Oct 1 Oct 2 Oct 3
10:00 AM ILUCC IL UCC
Worship Women'’s Women'’s
Retreat Retreat
11:15 AM
Handbell
Practice
11:30AM Youth 7PM
Pizza with Pastor! Ch0|r.
Practice




HOLY SPIRIT

64

Fire of God, Undying Flame

Acts 2:1-21 Albert F. Bayly (1901-1984); alt.
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Albert F. Bayly, an English Congregational minister, wrote his
first hymn after age forty and subsequently published several
collections of hymnody. Most hymnals published since 1950
have included at least one of his hymns.

Words Copyright © 1988 Oxford University Press.
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Tune: NUN KOMM DER HEIDEN HEILAND
7.17.7.

Plainsong melody; adapt. Johann Walther in
Geistliche Gesangbuchlein, Wittenberg, 1524
Harm. Meichior Vulpius (c. 1560-1616)




