Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond

United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on 20* Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 23, 2026 10:00 A.M.

Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE Penny Kraft

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Hope Molozaiy
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

GATHERING SONG “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness;
And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
There I am as well.

And whatsoever ye shall ask I will do,
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER Youth Liturgists
One: Leader: Here in this place where others have worshipped,
All: we stand on holy ground!
Leader: Here in this place
where songs of praise have been sung,
All: we stand on holy ground!
Leader: Here in this place where prayers have been said,
All: we stand on holy ground!
Leader: Come and hear God speak to your needs.
Come and let go of the burdens you carry.
Come and expect an encounter with God.
All: We are fully here in this sacred space.



SONG “This is the Day”
Verse 1: This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made, that our God has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice
and be glad in it and be glade in it.
This is the day that our God has made,
we will rejoice and be glad in it;
this is the day, this is the day that our God has made.

Verse 2: This is the day, this is the day
Jesus rose again, Jesus rose again...

Verse 3: This is the day, this is the day
when the Spirit came, when the Spirit came...

St. I Paraphr. By Les Garrett 1967 alt.| St. 2-3 traditonal: alt, CCLI License No. 1908882

A WORD FOR ALL AGES
with a Blessing our Backpacks and Bags

Song Response “I'm Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing”
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!
For when those gates are opened wide
I’m gonna sit by Jesus’ side,
I’m gonna sing, I’'m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!

Part 2

Swing low, sweet chariot
coming for to carry me home
Swing low, sweet chariot,
coming for to carry me home.

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READING
Exodus 3:1-10

MESSAGE Faith by the Fire: God’s Fire Lights Up



WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD

SONG “We are One in the Spirit”
Verse 1: We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord,
And we pray that all unity may one day be restored:
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

Verse 2: We will work with each other, we will work side by side
We will work with each other, we will work side by side
And we'll guard each one’s dignity and save each one’s pride
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

Verse 3: All praise to the Father from whom all things come,
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son,
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one.
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love;
Yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.

WORDS AND MUSIC: Peter Scholtes, © 1966 F.E.L. Publications. Assigned 1991 Lorenz
Publishing Company, CCLI License No. 1908882

TIME OF PRAYER
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE OFFERING

Invitation to Give

Prayer of Dedication

SONG “Pass it On” See bulletin p. 7
NEWS OF THE CHURCH

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction



Sending Song “Shine Jesus Shine”
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

Spoken and printed liturgy from Spill the Beans, Issue 16.

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

TODAY August 30
Liturgist Youth Liturgists Cheryl Kazimier
Greeter Ron Obara Dawn C. & Mike K.
Usher n/a George Zimmermann
Fellowship Hosts Elise L. & George Z. The Kaman’s
Sunday School n/a Margaret & Olivia

CHURCH NEWS

FOR CONNECTION

END OF SUMMER PARTY

Today, following worship, from noon to 4PM, The Community
Church is invited to George and Elise’s home for an End of
Summer Party. Bring a dish to share. You can wear your
swimming suit and enjoy the pool, play a few friendly games of
bags or relax on the patio. Thanks so much to Elise and George for
this event! They’re at 9905 Falcon Dr, Richmond, just off of Hill Rd.

FALL WORSHIP SERIES

In September and October, we’ll journey with Moses and the
Israelites out of slavery into new life through the book of Exodus.
Pastor Hope will offer a few table talk opportunities throughout this
series. If you’re interested in some engaging background reading,
Pastor will be ordering a small study guide by Adam Hamilton
titled “Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.” The cost
for her to order is $15; let her know if you’d like her to order one
for you!

FOR SERVICE

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Boxes of cereal are needed for Richmond-Spring Grove Food Pantry
the Food Pantry...but not Cheerios! The Pantry gets pretty low on
these items in the summer. Please consider bringing boxes of
cereal in August and September. Thank youl!




OTHER UPCOMING EVENT DATES

Basement Floor Cleaning Saturday, Sept 12

— Basement unavailable on Sunday, Sept 13
Special Congregational Meeting Sunday, Sept 20
Outing to the Corn Maze Sunday, Sept 20
Illinois Women’s Retreat Friday, Oct 2, & Saturday, Oct 3
Richmond Fall Fest Saturday, Oct 17, & Sunday, Oct 18
Community Church Trivia Night Saturday, Nov 7
Chili Cookoff Sunday, Nov 15
Richmond Cocoa Walk (with Community Church Christmas
Rummage Sale) Saturday, Dec 12, & Sunday, Dec 13

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
September 20, 2026, immediately following worship in the
sanctuary. The sole purpose of this meeting is to vote on proposed
changes to the Endowment language in our church constitution
and bylaws. Over the past several months, our leadership team has
carefully reviewed these documents to ensure our endowment fund
continues to be managed effectively, transparently, and in
alignment with our long-term ministry goals. The proposed updates
aim to modernize our financial stewardship policies and provide
greater clarity for future generations. Because this change requires
a change to our governing documents, a quorum is required to
conduct this business. Please mark your calendar to attend this
meeting; your voice and your vote are incredibly important. Copies
of the current constitution and bylaws as well as the proposed
changes will be available for your review in the church lounge or by
email on request starting today. Speak with President George
Zimmermann, Pastor Hope, or any member of the Cabinet if you
have other questions.



Pass It On
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ev-'ry -one, You want to pass it on.
2. What a woundrous time is spring
when all the trees are budding,
The birds begin to sing,
the flowers start their blooming.
That's how it is with God's love
once you've experienced it:
You want to sing, "It's fresh like spring";
You want to pass it on.

3. | wish for you, my friend,

this happiness I've found.

You can depend on Him;
it matters not where you're bound.

I'll shout it from the mountain top (Hey ,world!
I want the world to know

The Lord of love has come to me;
I want to pass it on.

Copyrighti)1969 Communique Music, Inc./ACAP . A1l rights
reserved. Used by permission of Spectra Copyright, Nashville,TN
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PRAYERS for the week of August 23, 2026
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please
send them to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org)
AND our Office (office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a person on
our list for four weeks, unless asked to leave them on longer.

BIRTHDAYS: Ryder Blanton (8/25)

PRAYERS FOR:

Elise’s niece, Lindsey

Jeremy Crutcher

For all teachers and students going back to school
All those headed to college in the coming weeks
Sheryl Vezina

The Hinkle Family in Spring Grove

Robert’s brother

Nicki’s friend, Dawn

Ongoing Prayers

Kim’s parents, Bob & Judy
Kim'’s friend, Darin

Ralph Runnfeldt

Jonathan Kaman'’s relative, Terri
Mike & Donna Anderson
George’s brother, Kurt

Pastor Ruth Costello

Valsa family’s young friend, Levi
Dick & Louise Strahs

For peace around the world
Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail
Louise Strah’s niece, Amy

Please hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer
Partners, Lydia, Annabelle, and Ryder Blanton and this week’s
Wider Church Prayer Partner, our neighbors in Christ at Jubliee
Farms UCC and their pastor, The Rev. Cyndy Ash



