Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond

United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on 19 Sunday of Ordinary Time
August 16, 2026 10:00 A.M.

Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.

Welcome, visitors!
Join us after worship for coffee and conversation in the lounge, the room
right next to the sanctuary.




WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

PRELUDE Penny Kraft
WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Hope Molozaiy

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

GATHERING SONG “Seek Ye First”

Seek ye first the kingdom of God

And His righteousness;

And all these things shall be added unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
Seek, and you shall find.

Knock, and it shall be opened unto you.
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

Where two or three are gathered in my name,
There I am as well.

And whatsoever ye shall ask I will do,
Hallelu, Hallelujah!

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER Robert Richardson

One: We enter this place in search of light to guide our way.

All: We seek to leave behind the ashes of grief and take up
the garland of joy.

One: We come because we have seen the light far off and are
ready to draw close.

All: We come to find others who walk in the light so might
grow in our communion.

One: We worship so our light may shine brighter and draw others
close also.

All:  In Christ, the light has come into the world, the bright
shining of God with us!

One: Let us pray.

Gracious God, we gather today to worship you;

to speak and sing words of thanksgiving for all you have
done; to learn how to be the people you call us to be;

and to seek your guidance in all things and your presence
in all places.



All: Help us to live out the example of your son, Jesus Christ,
who spent time at the lakeshore,
who went alone to quiet places to pray,
and in whose name we pray today. Amen.

HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth” #28

THE CHANCEL STEPS
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at
this time. Afterwards, they are encouraged to remain in with their
families for the rest of worship. Our staffed nursery is available for our
youngest worshippers.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song Response “I'm Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing”
I’m gonna sing, sing, sing
I’m gonna shout, shout, shout
I’m gonna sing, I’'m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!
For when those gates are opened wide
I’m gonna sit by Jesus’ side,
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout
Praise the Lord!

Part 2

Swing low, sweet chariot
coming for to carry me home
Swing low, sweet chariot,
coming for to carry me home.

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Psalm 104
The Gospel according to Luke 12:24-31
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MESSAGE Faith by the Fire: Stories from some Campers
featuring Gail Crutcher, Margaret Molozaiy, and Alaina Valsa

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD
SONG “Pass it On” See p. 11

TIME OF PRAYER

SONG “Father, I Adore You”
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fore you. How I love you!

2. Jesus, | adore you...
3. Spirit, | adore you...
Copyright©1972 MARANATHA! MUSIC (Administered by THE COPYRIGHT

COMPANY, NASHVILLE, TN) A1l Rights Reserved. International
Copyright Secured. Used by Permission.

THE OFFERING

Rather than pass the offering plates, they are available at the front and
back of the sanctuary before and after worship. You may also give online at
wwuw.richmonducc.org/ donate-now

Invitation to Give
Prayer of Dedication
God of grace,
May our offerings be a sign of our faith in you
and our commitment to serve you with love.
May everyone who is served by the gifts we give
come to know your presence and your power. Amen.



http://www.richmonducc.org/donate-now

SONG “Testify to Love”
VERSE 1
All the colors of the rainbow,
all the voices of the wind,
every dream that reaches out,
every dream that reaches out to find where love begins,
every word of every story,
every star in every sky,
every corner of creation
lives to testify.

CHORUS A
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love
I’ll be a witness in the silences when words are not enough.
With every breath I take, I will give thanks to God above.
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love.

VERSE 2
From the mountains to the valleys,
from the rivers to the sea,
every hand that reaches out,
every hand that reaches out to offer peace,
every simple act of mercy,
every step to kingdom come,
all the hope in every heart
will speak what love has done.

CHORUS B
For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love
I’ll be a witness in the silences when words are not enough.
With every breath I take, I will give thanks to God above.
For as long as I shall live, I will testify, I will testify to love.

Repeat Chorus A twice through

NEWS OF THE CHURCH



DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction

Sending Song “Shine Jesus Shine”
Shine, Jesus, shine,
fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze,
set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light.

call, Touch Holiness, p. 39, by David B. Bowman; opening prayer, IL Conf ODM camp Sunday
resources; dedication adapted from Spill the Beans, issue 22, p. 112

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

TODAY August 23 - Outdoor
Liturgist Robert Richardson Youth Liturgists
Video Director Nicki Carter
Greeter Cheryl Kazimier Ron Obara
Usher Jim Speaker n/a
Fellowship Hosts The Tedder Family Elise L. & George Z.
Sunday School n/a n/a

AT CHURCH THIS WEEK
Wednesday Tent set-up day
Friday Beef Roast Prep
Saturday 11:00am Beef Roast
Next Sunday 10:00am Outdoor Worship & Bag Blessing
Noon End of Summer Party, Noon-4:00pm
at 9905 Falcon Dr, Richmond




CHURCH NEWS
FOR CONNECTION
OUTDOOR WORSHIP & BAG BLESSING
August 23, the day following the Beef Roast, bring your lawn chair
to enjoy worship out on the church lawn.
Also bring your backpack for the new school year, an old backpack,
a laptop bag, another work bag, a purse, or any other bag of
regular use. We will bless the bags during worship. (Psst! What a
great day to invite a friend to worship and to bring their backpack
as welll)

END OF SUMMER PARTY

August 23, following outdoor worship. From noon to 4PM, The
Community Church is invited to George and Elise’s home for an
End of Summer Party. Bring a dish to share. You can wear your
swimming suit and enjoy the pool, play a few friendly games of
bags or relax on the patio. Thanks so much to Elise and George for
this event! They’re at 9905 Falcon Dr, Richmond, just off of Hill Rd.
Please SIGN UP today if you plan to attend to help us plan.

FALL WORSHIP SERIES

In September and October, we’ll journey with Moses and the
Israelites out of slavery into new life through the book of Exodus.
Pastor Hope will offer a few table talk opportunities throughout this
series. If you’re interested in some engaging background reading,
Pastor will be ordering a small study guide by Adam Hamilton
titled “Moses: In the Footsteps of the Reluctant Prophet.” The cost
for her to order is $15; let her know if you’d like her to order one
for you!

FOR SERVICE

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Boxes of cereal are needed for Richmond-Spring Grove Food Pantry
the Food Pantry...but not Cheerios! The Pantry gets pretty low on
these items in the summer. Please consider bringing boxes of
cereal in August and September. Thank you!




ANNUAL BEEF ROAST ANNUAL BEEF ROAST is Saturday August
22 from 11AM - 1:30PM. Help us earn money to support our
fantastic church while we have a fun weekend together!

We've been serving delicious roast beef meals to our community for
nearly 50 years!

We can use help with volunteers in the days before — putting up the
big tent and laying the outdoor floor; prepping corn, potatoes;
slicing tomatoes; setting up the serving space, etc.

And we need help the day of — cashiers, outdoor greeters, runners,
and servers, kitchen help and food prep, and clean up at the end of
serving.

Kathy Speaker organizes our volunteers for this day of fun, so
reach out to her if you want to help out for a few hours of the day.
(kspeaker77@gmail.com or 815-382-4340)

Whether you can volunteer or not, we hope you’ll buy a meal or
several and definitely tell your friends, family, and neighbors!
Meals are $18 and include slow-roasted beef, baked potato, dinner
roll, corn on the cob, fresh tomato slices, ice box pickles, and a
dessert. Drinks are available, $2 each.

You can enjoy your meals under the tent on the church lawn or
take them home to enjoy.

NEW THIS YEAR! Enjoy a savory beef sandwich served with au jus,
pickles, chips, and dessert for $15.

Roast beef is available by the pound or half pound, and pickles are
available ala carte. Postcards and flyers are in the lounge, and the
event is shareable on Facebook!



mailto:kspeaker77@gmail.com

UPDATES FROM CABINET

The Church Cabinet met last Monday night; full meeting minutes
are available upon request, but here are a few highlights:

Much of our discussion followed up on topics raised at the Pastor’s
Press Conference last Sunday, including the upcoming special
congregational meeting in September, and possible funding and
prioritization of current capital improvement projects like the
updates to the lounge kitchen, changes to the front garden area
facing Broadway, and a new computer needed for the church office,
as well as professional floor cleaning downstairs and in the
nursery.

Much discussion also addressed summertime cash-flow for the
church, which has had more flowing out than in. We will see how
the Beef Roast does and how giving is in August to decide whether
we need to further draw from some savings.

Other conversation touched on the Beef Roast plans and the dates
for many other events coming in the next few months.

BLOOD DRIVE UPDATE

We are grateful we were able to receive 23 units of blood at last
week’s blood drive, especially in light of the national blood
shortage. Thanks to all who gave and helped out. Our next blood
drive is scheduled for December 15!

OTHER UPCOMING EVENT DATES

Basement Floor Cleaning Saturday, Sept 12
— Basement unavailable on Sunday, Sept 13

Outing to the Corn Maze Sunday, Sept 13
Special Congregational Meeting Sunday, Sept 20
Illinois Women’s Retreat Friday, Oct 2, & Saturday, Oct 3
Richmond Fall Fest Saturday, Oct 17, & Sunday, Oct 18
Community Church Trivia Night Saturday, Nov 7
Chili Cookoff Sunday, Nov 15
Richmond Cocoa Walk (with Community Church Christmas

Rummage Sale) Saturday, Dec 12, & Sunday, Dec 13



ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A special congregational meeting will be held on Sunday,
September 20, 2026, immediately following worship in the
sanctuary.

The sole purpose of this meeting is to vote on proposed changes to
the Endowment language in our church constitution and bylaws.
Over the past several months, our leadership team has carefully
reviewed these documents to ensure our endowment fund
continues to be managed effectively, transparently, and in
alignment with our long-term ministry goals. The proposed updates
aim to modernize our financial stewardship policies and provide
greater clarity for future generations.

Because this change requires a change to our governing
documents, a quorum is required to conduct this business. Please
mark your calendar to attend this meeting; your voice and your
vote are incredibly important.

Copies of the current constitution and bylaws as well as the
proposed changes will be available for your review in the church
lounge or by email on request starting today. Speak with President
George Zimmermann, Pastor Hope, or any member of the Cabinet if
you have other questions.
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Pass It On

K.K Kurt Kaiser
C Em E
e ! . =
S R S N
S wte— 1 —F
) — e o e
> 5
1. It on-lytakesa spark to get a fire—
A G c :
—— e ——
Tt e —
: o =& =
go ing, And soon all those a-
£ Em B l G
T
.
o T | () ERPSOE R /T D 1
i o ' o o v = e
round can warm up in its glow— ing.
F & € . Dm G ..
A e i -
To— ;s I ) T
e — —=
-&- [
That's how it is with God's love once you've ex-
Cmaj7, Am Dm? €
EE —————
e — il 1 | I 1
M) o o -enl o ol
pe - ri-enced it;— You spread His love to
Dm7 C F G cro
% | + N % | i N
1 1 N 1 | 1 [ I
& L T] 1 T
o o o &

ev-'ry -one, You want to pass it on.

2. What a woundrous time is spring

when all the trees are budding,

The birds begin to sing,
the flowers start their blooming.

That's how it is with God's love
once you've experienced it:

You want to sing, "It's fresh like spring";
You want to pass it on.

3. | wish for you, my friend,

this happiness I've found.

You can depend on Him;
it matters not where you're bound.

I'll shout it from the mountain top (Hey ,world!
I want the world to know

The Lord of love has come to me;
I want to pass it on.

Copyright)1969 Communique Music, Inc./ACAP . A1l rights
reserved. Used by permission of Spectra Copyright, Nashville,TN




PRAYERS for the week of August 16, 2026
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, please send them
to BOTH Pastor Hope (pastorhope@richmonducc.org) AND our Office
(office@richmonducc.org). We will leave a person on our list for four weeks,
unless asked to leave them on longer.

BIRTHDAYS: Dick Strahs (8/18), Nicholas Heber (8/18), Sam
Jones (8/20), Pastor Hope (8/20)

JOYS: We give thanks for the joy that pets bring to our lives and
for answered prayers for healing.

We rejoice that our congregation gave $262 for cookies last week,
which will be matched by Wider Missions to send over $500 to UCC
Campus Ministry at the University of Illinois, Urbana- Champaign,
and for our donations to Illinois CASA in July which came to over
$400.

We celebrate with George and Elise on their 47t wedding
anniversary on 8/18!

PRAYERS FOR:

Evelyn, and all those headed to college in the coming weeks
Sheryl Vezina

The Hinkle Family in Spring Grove

Robert’s brother

Nicki’s friend, Dawn

Phyllis Kazimier’s son, David

Ongoing Prayers

Kim’s parents, Bob & Judy Pastor Ruth Costello
Jeremy Crutcher Valsa family’s young friend,
Kim'’s friend, Darin Levi

Ralph Runnfeldt Dick & Louise Strahs
Jonathan Kaman’s relative, For peace around the world
Terri Penny Kraft’s friend, Gail
Mike & Donna Anderson Louise Strah’s niece, Amy

George’s brother, Kurt

Please hold in prayer: this week’s Congregational Prayer
Partner, Marcia Becker, and this week’s Wider Church Prayer
Partner, our neighbors in Christ at Wellington Avenue UCC,
Chicago, and their pastor, The Rev. Ann-Louise Haak
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GOD

28 For the Beauty of the Earth

St. 1-3, Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1864; alt.
St. 4, Miriam Therese Winter, 1993
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the splen-dor of the skies,
2 For the won-der of eachhour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
4 For the goodthat love in-spires, for a world where none ex-clude,
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For the love which from our birth o-ver and a - round us lies,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon,and stars  of light,
Friends on earth, and friends a - bove, for all gen - tle thoughtsand mild,
For a faith that nev - er tires, and for ev - ery heart re-newed,
God of all, to  you we raise this our hymn of  grate-ful praise.
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Folliott S. Pierpoint, author of numerous hymns, penned these Tune: DIX 7.7.7.7. with refrain

verses near his native city of Bath, England, on a late spring day
when flowers were in full bloom and all the earth seemed to rejoice.

Conrad Kocher, 1838
Adapt. William H. Monk, 1861



