Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond
United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 2, 2022
10:00 A.M.
Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.
Welcome, visitors! Our greeters have welcome bags to share with you, so
please make sure they know you’re visiting.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE

Penny Kraft

WORDS OF WELCOME
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Hope Molozaiy

CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER
Jean Valsa
One: Our help is in the name of the Lord our God,
the Maker of heaven and earth,
All:
who comes to our aid in times of need,
who gives us the courage to do what is right,
One: who invites us to turn away from the influences
of the world around us and serve Him alone as Lord.
All:
This is our God and our help!
One: Let us pray.
Lord God, Maker of heaven and earth,
we gather together in Your name.
All:
We come as living sacrifices,
to offer You our worship and thanksgiving,
our praise and our prayers.
One: Come among us, living Lord.
Through the power of Your Holy Spirit,
transform our hearts and minds
so that we may recognize Your presence,
hear Your voice, know Your will, and walk in Your way.
All:
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior.
Amen.
HYMN

“This is My Father’s World”

see handout
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WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD
CHANCEL STEPS
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at
this time. Afterwards, they are invited to remain in worship with their
parents so that we all might worship together.
SONG RESPONSE
“Thank God”
Thank God, thank God,
thanks in the morning, thanks in the noontime.
Thank God, thank God,
thanks when the sun goes down.
SCRIPTURE READING
Exodus 1:8-2:10. 23-25
Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. He said to his
people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful
than we. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in
the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the
land.” Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. But the
more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the
Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. The Egyptians subjected the
Israelites to hard servitude and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in
mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all
the tasks that they imposed on them.
The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew
women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a
daughter, she shall live.” But the midwives feared God; they did not do as
the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. So the king of
Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this
and allowed the boys to live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and
give birth before the midwife comes to them.” So God dealt well with the
midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. And because
the midwives feared God, he gave them families. Then Pharaoh commanded
all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into
the Nile, but you shall let every daughter live.”
Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. The
woman conceived and bore a son, and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him three months. When she could hide him no longer, she got a
papyrus basket for him and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
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The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and
sent her maid to bring it. When she opened it, she saw the child. He was
crying, and she took pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,”
she said. Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you
a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s
mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me,
and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed
it. When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he
became her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I drew him out
of the water.”
… After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under
their slavery and cried out. Their cry for help rose up to God from their
slavery. God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and God took
notice of them.

MESSAGE

Echoes of Resistance

TIME OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession
Prayer (we say together)
Merciful God, we know that you love us
and that you call us to fullness of life,
but around us and within us
we see the brokenness of the world and of our ways.
Our successes leave us empty; our progress does not satisfy.
Our prosperous land is not the promised land of our longing.
Forgive our willful neglect of your word,
our insensitivity to the needs of others,
and our failure to feed the spirit that is within us;
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, we pray. Amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
One: Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and
has promised to bring you to everlasting life.
People: Amen. Almighty God has forgiven you all your sins and
has promised to bring you to everlasting life.
One: Amen.
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD
HYMN

“O God of Earth and Altar”

#582
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CELEBRATION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Communion Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Words of Remembering
Prayer of Consecration
We Share the Elements
Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)
We give thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us at your table
by granting us the presence of Jesus.
Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,
and send us forth into the world in courage and in peace,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior, we pray. Amen.
HYMN

“Lead Us from Death to Life”
#581
We will just sing: Refrain, Verse 3, Refrain

THE OFFERING
Invitation to Give: We are so thankful for the continued financial
support that we have continued to receive during this time!
You may always send your check directly to the church at PO Box 246,
Richmond IL, 60071 or donate online at www.richmonducc.org .
NEWS OF THE CHURCH
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction
Sending Song
“When the Lord’s in You”
When the Lord's in you, and the Lord's in me,
there's a bridge between our spirits, wherever we may be.
‘Til we meet again, let us hold the Mystery
of the Lord in you and me.
Bryan Sirchio Crosswinds Music, Madison WI, used with permission.
Call to Worship from re:worship for Proper 16A; Confession from BOW; Music shared under CCLI License
#1908882
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CHURCH NEWS
FOR LEARNING
BIBLE STUDY will be Tuesday on Zoom at 1:30. We read and
discuss the sermon Scripture for the coming Sunday. Everyone is
welcome to join in and no special knowledge is needed. Our Meeting
ID is 896 5130 1635 and the passcode is 003204. This Tuesday we’ll
be discussing Exodus 3:1-15 and 4:10-17.
FOR CONNECTION
BUNCO NIGHT is the next fellowship event, THIS Friday, October 7,
from 7-10 PM in the church fellowship hall.
Bring your friends for an evening of energetic fun!
Bunco is an easy to learn dice game, and Nicki Carter will be onhand to teach all newcomers.
The cost will be $14/person and will be divided out for cash prizes to
the winners. (And if anyone wants to donate some of their winnings
to the church, that would be wonderful!)
Bunco is a noisy game that brings people together with socializing,
competition and celebrating in a spirit of fun and fellowship! Come
and play!
Sign-up in the lounge today or reach out to Dawn Conley at 815236-5982 or conley8405@gmail.com with any other questions.
FOR SERVICE
FELLOWSHIP SNACKS: We plan to have fellowship snacks on the
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Sign up on the schedule in the
lounge if you can host. A SIMPLE snack is all that’s needed, and
coffee-making tutorials are available.
CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOGRAPHER: We know it is time to
update the church directory and we want to include photos. We hope
to create this new photo directory ourselves, and we could use
someone to serve as our primary photographer. If that someone
might be you, talk to Pastor Hope.
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NEIGHBORS IN NEED OFFERING is an annual special mission
offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of
NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry. Twothirds is used to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy
efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Support this
valuable work by marking your check or offering envelope with the
words “Neighbors in Need.”
COIN CHALLENGE 2022 is coming!
Remember our coin challenge? We’re ready to collect again! I bet
there’s change in your couch, cars, and jars from that awful year of
2020 we all stayed home! Now is the time to dig it out and turn it in
to raise funds for church. We hope everyone is still competitive and
wants their fellow pew mates to win this competition! (Sweet treat
involved.) The fundraiser will run until almost Thanksgiving!
HELPING THE CHURCH AT NO COST TO YOU: How can you help
the church finances without costing you any money? You can buy
gift cards of course! You buy the card, you use the card, and the
church gets a percentage of that. Do you go to Jewel or Meijer every
week? Do you have a Starbucks account that you can load the card
onto the app? Do you order often from Amazon? What about those
restaurants right down the road in McHenry? Jewel pays us 4% of
every gift car purchased through this fundraiser; Meijer pays 3% and
Starbucks pays 4.5%. Most of the McHenry restaurant chains pay us
8%! Home Depot, Ace, and Kohls are 4%. If you are spending the
money at these places, why not pay up front, get a gift card, and
help out the church. It just takes a little preplanning on your part,
but no extra money!
Think about gifts you might need to give or places where you
shop regularly. See Penny’s post below for details on how to order.
You can see a full list of vendors and the % at
www.raiseright.com/brands
GIFT CARD ORDERING: Contact Penny Kraft to order gift cards for
your regular shopping, dining out, gas stations, or, of course, for
gifts! If you give Penny a gift card order on Sunday, your cards are
usually here by midweek. Contact Penny at 815-236-6172 or
mriapk@gmail.com or leave an order form and payment in the
mailbox labelled “GIFT CARDS” in the office hallway. Thanks!
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
TODAY
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Communion Preparations
Oct 9
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Fellowship Hosts
Sunday School
Oct 16
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Sunday School
Oct 23
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Fellowship Hosts
Sunday School

Jean Valsa
Dick Strahs
Kathy Karch
Elise Livingston
Theresa Kamen

Kathy Speaker

Mike Kennedy

Are you willing to help with any of these jobs? Let Pastor Hope know.

COVID UPDATES: Masks are currently optional at worship and
church gatherings. Stay home if you’re feeling sick and maintain a
healthy distance from other households during worship. We make
decisions about our community’s standards based on Jesus
command to love each other and protect the most vulnerable among
us.
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PRAYERS for the Week of October 2, 2022
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, Please send them to
Pastor Hope pastorhope@richmonducc.org) AND our office email,
(office@richmonducc.org). THANKS!
We will leave a person on our list for four weeks, unless asked to leave them
on longer.

JOYS: Birthdays: Anna Brossart (Oct 4), Amanda Kraft (Oct 6),
Sharon (Speaker) Sharp (Oct 6)
OUR SYMPATHIES to Nicki Carter and her family on the passing of
her aunt, Joan, last week.
Also to Yvonne Kemp and her family on the passing of her uncle,
Leonard Due.
Also to the Heber family and their neighbors the Mogan family, on
the passing of their daughter, Rylie Hope.
PRAYERS FOR:
Alaina’s Aunt Jane
Speedy healing for Ruth
Trevor and Thatcher Guillfoyle, stationed in FL with the U.S. Navy
Aaron, the son of our visitor, Cheryl
Linda Swenson
Ode and Mary Ann’s sister-in-law, Leslyn
The people of Puerto Rico and all affected by hurricanes, flooding,
fires, and drought
Church friends who can’t be with us in-person
Ongoing Prayers:
Cheryl Heber’s father, Russell Koca
Marti Swanson’s brother, John
Lydia Blanton’s friend, Natalie, and Natalie’s family
Ella Watts, Melissa Jones’s mother
Louise Strahs’ niece, Amy Lenik
Our Congregational Prayer Partners this week are Ina and Ronnie
Obara and Tiana and Zofia.
In the Wider Church: We pray for our neighbors in Christ: Hope
United Church of Christ in Naperville and their search committee.
Members and Friends who are Homebound or in Nursing
Facilities: Mercedes Ahlgrim (New Mexico), Bob Krueger (Libertyville)
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