Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond
United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on Reign of Christ Sunday
November 20, 2022
10:00 A.M.
Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.
Welcome, visitors! Our greeters have welcome bags to share with
you, so please make sure they know you’re visiting.
The Rev. Katherine Karch (Pastor Kathy) is a member of our
congregation and an ordained minister in the United Church of
Christ. We’re happy to have her share the good news with us today
while Pastor Hope has the day off.
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE

Penny Kraft

WORDS OF WELCOME
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Rev. Kathy Karch

GATHERING SONG “Come Now is the Time to Worship”
Chorus: Come now is the time to worship
Come now is the time to give your heart
Come just as you are to worship
Come just as you are before your God
Come
Verse:

One day every tongue
Will confess You are God
One day every knee will bow
Still the greatest treasure remains
For those who gladly choose You now

Chorus: Come
Come
Come
Come
Come

now is the time to worship
now is the time to give your heart
just as you are to worship
just as you are before your God

© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Vineyard Music UK)
Brian Doerksen
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CALL TO WORSHIP & OPENING PRAYER
Cheryl Heber
Leader: We come to open our minds to God’s teachings
All:
and tune our ears to God’s word.
Leader: We come to listen to the stories of the faith of our
ancestors,
All:
and share our stories with our children.
Leader: We come because we trust in God;
All:
we worship the One who gives us life.
Leader: Let us pray.
Gracious God, if we came to your house,
we would find the door open,
because there are no closing hours
for the hospitality of heaven.
All:
If we came to your house,
we would hear many accents,
ours just one among them,
for there is no favored nation
in the commonwealth of heaven.
Leader: If we came to your house,
we would see people who never thought
they would be allowed in,
if entrance been by merit
rather than by your gracious invitation.
So, as we gather in Jesus’ name,
let the characteristics you cherish
become evident in all we do and share together.
All:
Reveal within this community
what we must do,
what we must hear,
and who we must welcome
if we are to know Jesus among us.
Leader: God, give us the grace
to surrender our presumptions
about what we should be or do;
and then amend our lives
until we become the people you intended.
All:
Amen.
HYMN

“Come, O Thankful People, Come”

#422
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CHANCEL STEPS
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church at
this time. Afterwards, they are dismissed to Sunday school for the
remainder of worship. They will return upstairs at the end of
worship.
SONG RESPONSE
“Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me, The Bible tells me so.
ANTHEM

“Come Forth! Come One! Come All!”

Chancel Choir

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD
SCRIPTURE READINGS
The Gospel according to Matthew 4:8-10
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him
all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, and he said to him,
“All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is
written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ”
Joshua 24:1-15
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of
Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and
Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I
took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him
through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. I
gave him Isaac, and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I gave Esau
the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went
down to Egypt.
Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did
in its midst, and afterward I brought you out. When I brought your
ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians
pursued your ancestors with chariots and horsemen to the Red
Sea. When they cried out to the LORD, he put darkness between
you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon them and
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cover them, and your eyes saw what I did to Egypt. Afterward you
lived in the wilderness a long time. Then I brought you to the land
of the Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan; they
fought with you, and I handed them over to you, and you took
possession of their land, and I destroyed them before you…When
you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho, the citizens of
Jericho fought against you… and I handed them over to you. I sent
swarms of hornets ahead of you that drove out before you the two
kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. I
gave you a land on which you had not labored and towns that you
had not built, and you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards
and oliveyards that you did not plant.
“Now, therefore, revere the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond
the River and in Egypt and serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling
to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or
the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living, but as for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD.”
MESSAGE

As For Me
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD

HYMN

“Now Thank We All Our God”

#419

TIME OF PRAYER
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
Invitation to Give: We are so thankful for the continued financial
support of our friends and members!
You may always send your check directly to the church at PO Box
246, Richmond IL, 60071.
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HYMN

“Jesus Shall Reign”

#300

NEWS OF THE CHURCH
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Pastoral Benediction
Sending Song
“On Eagles’ Wings”
And God will lift you up on eagles’ wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.
Call to worship, https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/10/call-prayer-ofapproach-psalm-78-1-7.html, by Rev. Kim Gilliland; opening prayer, A Wee Worship
Book: Fifth Incarnation. John L. Bell & Graham Maule/Wild Goose Resource Group,
2015, p. 39-40. CCLI License No. 1908882

CHURCH NEWS
FOR LEARNING
BIBLE STUDY will be Tuesday on Zoom at 1:30. We read and
discuss the sermon Scripture for the coming Sunday. Everyone is
welcome to join in and no special knowledge is needed. Our
Meeting ID is 896 5130 1635 and the passcode is 003204. This
Tuesday we’ll be discussing Ruth 1.
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSALS continue today during
Sunday School time. Talk to Jean Valsa if you’re interested in
helping in any way. Our young people will offer the pageant in
worship on December 11.

5

FOR CONNECTION
ADVENT PARTY –Wednesday, November 30, 5:00-7:00pm. We’ll
share a soup supper, make some Advent and Christmas crafts, and
sing carols together. Everyone of every age is welcome to join us for
all or part of the evening. Please sign up if you plan to attend or if
you can contribute a pot of soup.
FOR SERVICE
HELPING THE CHURCH AT NO COST TO YOU: How can you help
the church finances without costing you any money? You can buy
gift cards of course! You buy the card, you use the card, and the
church gets a percentage of that. Do you go to Jewel or Meijer
every week? Do you have a Starbucks account that you can load
the card onto the app? Do you order often from Amazon? What
about those restaurants right down the road in McHenry? Jewel
pays us 4% of every gift car purchased through this fundraiser;
Meijer pays 3% and Starbucks pays 4.5%. Most of the McHenry
restaurant chains pay us 8%! Home Depot, Ace, and Kohls are 4%.
If you are spending the money at these places, why not pay up
front, get a gift card, and help out the church. It just takes a little
preplanning on your part, but no extra money!
Think about gifts you might need to give or places where you
shop regularly. See Penny’s post below for details on how to order.
You can see a full list of vendors and the % at
www.raiseright.com/brands
GIFT CARD ORDERING: Contact Penny Kraft to order gift cards
for your regular shopping, dining out, gas stations, or, of course,
for gifts! If you give Penny a gift card order on Sunday, your cards
are usually here by midweek. Contact Penny at 815-236-6172 or
mriapk@gmail.com or leave an order form and payment in the
mailbox labelled “GIFT CARDS” in the office hallway. Thanks!
COIN CHALLENGE 2022
A big THANKS to all the fierce, generous contributors to this year’s
coin challenge! We raised $1,206.04 in the 6 weeks of our
challenge.
The final totals are:
Green: -173.43
Black: -206.50
Blue: 305.97
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
TODAY
Pastor Kathy preaches
Liturgist
Cheryl Heber
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Sunday School
Jean and pageant team
Nov 27
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Fellowship Hosts
Sunday School
Dec 4
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Sunday School
Communion Set-up
Dec 11
Liturgist
Video Director
Greeter/Usher
Fellowship Hosts
Sunday School

Cheryl Kazimier
Nicki Carter
Jean and pageant team
George Zimmermann
Jean and pageant team

Pageant Day

Are you willing to help with any of these jobs? Let Pastor Hope know.

COVID UPDATES: Masks are currently optional at worship and
church gatherings. Stay home if you’re feeling sick and maintain a
healthy distance from other households during worship. We make
decisions about our community’s standards based on Jesus’
command to love each other and protect the most vulnerable
among us.
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PRAYERS for the Week of November 20, 2022
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, Please send them
to Pastor Hope pastorhope@richmonducc.org) AND our office email,
(office@richmonducc.org). THANKS!
We will leave a person on our list for four weeks, unless asked to leave them
on longer.

JOYS: Birthdays: Blair (Rummel) Navis, Nov. 23
Jack Mayer’s accomplishment of rising to Eagle Scout in Troop
#190, which we charter
A fun-filled and fund-raising Trivia Night that brought in $3600
The more than 30 bags of groceries that we were able to gather and
share with our hungry neighbors
The choir loft filling up
PRAYERS FOR:
Nicki Carter’s travels
Yvonne Kemp
Cheryl Heber’s friend, Jennifer
Sympathies for Jonathan Kamen and his family on the passing of
his uncle, Frank.
Sympathies also to friends and family of The Rev. Ken Press who
passed away suddenly last week. Rev. Press was the long-time
pastor of Community Protestant UCC in Mundelein, where Pastor
Alex Molozaiy now serves.
Ongoing Prayers:
Cheryl Heber’s father, Russell Koca
Marti Swanson’s brother, John
Lydia Blanton’s friend, Natalie, and Natalie’s family
Ella Watts, Melissa Jones’s mother
Louise Strahs’ niece, Amy Lenik
Our Congregational Prayer Partner this week is Cheryl
Runnfeldt.
In the Wider Church: We pray for our neighbors in Christ:
Community Congregational U.C.C. in Villa Park and their
Pastor, The Rev. Sue Detterman.
Members and Friends who are Homebound or in Nursing
Facilities: Bob Krueger (Libertyville), Betty Waspi (at home)
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