
 

Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond 

United Church of Christ 
 

 

 
 

Our Church at Worship on Christmas Eve 2022 

8:00 PM 
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WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD    
 

This, tonight, is the meeting place of heaven and earth. 
For this, tonight, is the stable in which God keeps his appointment 

to meet his people. 
Not many high are here, not many holy,  

not many innocent children, 
not many worldly wise, not all familiar faces,  

not all frequent visitors. 
But, if tonight only strangers met, that would be enough. 

For Bethlehem was not the hub of the universe, 
nor was the stable a platform for famous people. 

In an out-of-the-way place which people never thought to visit –  
there God kept and keeps his promise;  

there God sends his Son. 
 

- Christmas Prologue, The Iona Community, in Cloth for the Cradle 

 

 

 
 

All hymns are from the red hymnals at the end of your rows, except 
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear.” 
 

GATHERING MUSIC  
 

WORDS OF WELCOME Rev. Hope Molozaiy 
 

CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
RED Hymnal #89, v. 1 & 2 

 

LIGHTING THE CANDLES OF CHRISTMAS   

Tonight we relight the candles of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love that 
we have lit throughout Advent.  
Over one hundred people from the ages of two to eighty years old, 
were asked to fill in the blank for the statement: “My story is…” 
From the voices of different generations, hear their answers. 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

One:  O Holy God, we need this story – this Christmas story.  
We need this story of ordinary people who were brave;  

this story of love that changed the world;  

this story of angel choruses that give reason to hope and 

starlight that reminds us to look up.  
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All:  In a battered and bruised world,  

we gather around your Word  
like people gather around a fire to warm themselves.  

One:  So we are here together to warm ourselves by your light,  

because we need this story.  

All:  So today we pray:  

scoop out space in us to truly listen.  

 Quiet our minds.  
 Open our hearts.  

 Kindle the fire. Amen.  

 

CAROL  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”   

Black hymnal, #131 
TIME OF CONFESSION 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession (responsive) 

One:  Holy God,  

 We admit—we don’t fully understand the Christmas story.  

All:   We are not familiar with angel choruses.  
One:  We have not walked many miles to be counted, 

All:  and we don’t always hear your voice in our dreams.  

One:  We don’t fully understand this story, so we admit, 

sometimes we hesitate to tell it. 

Instead of running out into the streets to shout that there 
is a love bigger than we could imagine,  

All:  we whisper this good news.  

One:  Instead of throwing open the doors and inviting people in,  

All:  we simply leave them unlocked,  

hoping folks will figure it out. 

One:  Instead of telling the next generation why this night  
matters so much,  

All:  we stay quiet, afraid of creating pressure.  

One:  Forgive us for our silence.  

All:  Forgive us for our hesitation. 

One: Forgive us for failing to share your good news.  
All:  Plant this story of love so deep in our bones  

that we cannot help but share it  

from generation to generation. Amen. 

Words of Forgiveness 
 
CAROL  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”          Red #94 

verses 1 & 2 
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WE LISTEN TO THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
 

A WORD FOR ALL AGES  

 The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the 
church at this time.  
 

MARY HAS HER BABY The Gospel According to Luke 2:1-7 

 

CAROL  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            Red #99 

Verses 1 & 2 
 

ANTHEM “Child of Hope”   Chancel Choir 

The anthem ends with the congregation joining the choir.   
When Kim gives us the signal, we will join and sing: 

 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n;  
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His 

heav’n! 

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ 

enters in. 

   
ANGELS SPREAD THE WORD ABOUT JESUS 

The Gospel According to Luke 2:8-18 

One:  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,  

 keeping watch over their flock by night. Then the angel of  

 the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord  

 shone all around them, and they were terrified.  

 But the angel said to them, 

All:  “Do not be afraid; look – I am bringing you good news  

 of great joy for all the people: 

One:  To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

 who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: 

All:  You will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and  

 lying in a manger.” 

One:  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the  

 heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

All:  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

One:  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,  

 the shepherds said to one another,  
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All:  “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing  

 that has taken place,  

 which the Lord has made known to us.” 

One:  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,  

 and the child lying in the manger.  

 When the shepherds saw this, they told what had been  

 told to them about this child; and all who heard it were  

 amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

All:  Mary treasured all these words  

 and carried them in her heart.  

One:  And the shepherds returned to the fields, glorifying and  

 praising God for everything they had heard and see.  

 

CAROL  “Angels We Have Heard on High”          Red, #90 

 

GOD CALLS FOREIGN TRAVELERS 

The Gospel according to Matthew 2:1-12 

 

MESSAGE God with Us, On Purpose  
 

 

WE RESPOND TO THE GOOD NEWS 
 

CAROL  “The First Nowell”           Red, #100 

verses 1, 2, & 3 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYERS AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastoral Prayers  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

WE BRING OUR GIFTS TO THE INFANT KING 

Invitation to Give 
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Prayer of Dedication (we say together) 

 Wonderful God, in praise and celebration  
 we are here tonight,  

 but we do not gather for the sake of the past.  

 We gather because we have hope for the future.  

 Use us and the gifts we bring, 

 that we might bring your presence into our community  

 through loving actions. Amen.  
   

GOD SENDS US LIGHT AND LOVE 

Poetic Reading of the Gospel according to John 1:1-5 

 

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST    
 Lighting of Candles  

   

Choir: “Peace, Peace” 

Hymn of Praise: “Silent Night”  

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright; 

round yon virgin mother and Child. 

holy Infant so tender and mild; 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar,  

heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God love's pure light, 

radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace; 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth; Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

BLESSING 

 

CLOSING CAROL  “Joy to the World”  #313 
 

POSTLUDE 

 
 

Candle lighting, opening prayer, confession, and John 1 reading, from “From 

Generation to Generation” Words for Worship, by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, A 
Sanctified Art LLC, sanctifiedart.org 
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Thanks to all who donated poinsettias for our 
Worship 

 

Bob & Judy Jooss Dedicated to the Community Church of 
Richmond  

Yvonne Kemp Dedicated in Memory of Lucille Lyght 
and Thelma Kemp  

Carol Sligting & Bill Haase 
 Dedicated in Memory of John Sligting 

and Peggy Haase  
 
Louise & Dick Strahs 

Dedicated in Memory of Bill and Kenny  
 

Marti Swanson Dedicated in Memory of Rick, Gary, Ken 
and Mark  

Karen Wootton Dedicated to the Glory of God  

 
 

If you sponsored a poinsettia, please take it home with you 

tonight so it may bring joy to you on Christmas Day. 
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Tomorrow there will be no service here. Everyone is invited our 

neighbors to the north at First Congregational UCC in 
Genoa City (624 Park St. in Genoa City). Their pastor, The 

Rev. Pat Handley will be leading worship which begins at 

9:00 AM. 

 

Next Sunday, January 1, 2023, is PAJAMA Sunday here, so 

come in your new holiday PJs, your favorite winter 
sweatsuit, or whatever is most comfortable for you on the 

first morning of the new year. Our neighbors from Genoa 

City are invited to join us as we share communion, receive 

star words, and pray for God’s blessing on the year that is to 

come. 
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