Welcome to the Community Church of Richmond
United Church of Christ
Our Church at Worship on Easter Sunday
April 17, 2022 10:00 A.M.
Our Mission: To be an inviting, caring faith community
connecting with Christ.
Welcome, visitors! Our greeters have welcome bags to share with you,
so please make sure they know you’re visiting.
We are delighted to join with you in worship today. We respectfully
remind everyone to keep a healthy social distance from fellow
worshippers as you choose your seats
Tune into Facebook at 10:00 on Sunday to share this time of worship.
You can access that video even if you don’t have a Facebook account –
just type in https://www.facebook.com/CommunityChurchOfRichmond/

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
Because you have done the completely unexpected deed,
because you have raised Jesus to eternal life,
because you grant us the presence of the risen Christ among us,
because you offer eternal life to those who trust in you,
we praise and magnify your name, our God and King.

PRELUDE

Penny Kraft

EASTER GREETING
Rev. Hope Molozaiy
One: Christ is risen!
All:
Christ is risen indeed!
One: Christ is risen! Hallelujah!
All:
Hallelujah! Christ is risen indeed!
WORDS OF WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
Jean Valsa
One: Rejoice, rejoice!
The tomb is empty!
What was dead is alive!
All:
With Mary, we come creeping into the light,
tears of sadness turned into tears of joy,
for Jesus is not dead. He’s alive!
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One:
All:

Is this a giant divine joke?
Is this God having the last laugh?
Yes and yes and so much more.
We come to worship with laughter and hope,
for life is here:
new life, Christ’s life, our best life!

OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today”

#233

WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READING
The Gospel According to John 20:1-10
“Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark …”
THE CHANCEL STEPS
The children are invited to join the pastor at the front of the church.
Afterwards, they are invited to remain with their parents in worship.

SONG RESPONSE
“Halle, Halle, Halle”
#236
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le–lu–ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja .
Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja. Hal-le–lu-ja, hal–le-lu–ja.
ANTHEM

“Ring the Easter Bells”

Chancel Choir

SCRIPTURE READING
Paul’s First Letter to Corinthians 15:35-42, 51-55
SCRIPTURE READING
The Gospel According to John 20:10-18
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’”
MESSAGE

We All Will be Changed
WE RESPOND TO THE CALL OF GOD

HYMN

“The Day of Resurrection”
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#245

WORDS OF AFFIRMATION
One: We thought you were dead.
We thought the cross was the end.
We thought that when the stone rolled over the tomb,
that was it.
But this is it:
All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:

The dead are living;
the cross is empty;
the stone is rolled,
and one word describes it all:
Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
We thought you had said your final word.
We thought those with the power had won.
We thought that when you cried out,
that was it.
But this is it:
the Word breathes;
the powers are defeated;
the final cry was only the beginning,
and one word says it all:
Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
We thought the story was finished.
We thought the hope had ended.
We thought that when the tomb was sealed,
that was it.
But this is it:
the story has just begun;
the hope is newly born;
the tomb is empty,
and one word says it all:
Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!
This is the news:
Jesus is risen!
This is the moment:
Jesus is alive!
This is the gospel:
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All:

Jesus is with us!

One:

We thought that when they crucified you,
death had defeated life,
and that was it.
But this is it:
Love is stronger than death,
and one word says it all:
Alleluia!
Jesus is risen!

All:

TIME OF PRAYER
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
THE OFFERING
Invitation to Give
Offering Response (we sing)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Prayer of Dedication (we say together)
O Lord, you constantly pour out your gifts upon us:
The gift of new life, the gift of new hope,
the gift of resurrection, we celebrate today.
And we bring our own gifts:
of resources, time, and commitment.
Use them to bring new life, new hope, and resurrection
so that what seems dead can find a new purpose.
Amen.
HYMN

“Thine Is the Glory”
#139
in the RED songbooks found at the ends of your row
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH
*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

Pastoral Benediction
Sending Song
“Halle, Halle, Halle”
#236
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le–lu–ja. Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja .
Hal-le, hal-le, hal–le–lu–ja. Hal-le–lu-ja, hal–le-lu–ja.
*POSTLUDE
Greeting, Spill the Beans, Issue 25 ; dedication, STB, 2017 Easter; CCLI License
#1908882

Special thanks today to guest hand bell ringers, Carol Berndt and
Patty Amann. We’re so thankful you shared your gifts with us in
worship!

CHURCH NEWS
FOR LEARNING
BIBLE STUDY: We meet on Zoom each Tuesday at 1:30pm.
Our Meeting ID is 896 5130 1635 and the passcode is 003204.
No special knowledge is needed! This Tuesday, we’ll be
studying John 20.
FOR CONNECTION
COMMUNITY CHURCH PLANT SALE
What is it? A spring sale of perennials and shrubs. A fun new
fundraiser.
Who’s in charge? Mike Kennedy is point person, supported by
Dawn Conley and others from the Men’s Club. Mike
welcomes help from anyone who’s interested!
When will it be? Either May 21 & 22 OR June 4 & 5. We’re
watching the weather the next couple weeks to decide for
sure.
What can you do? Right now what we most need are
donations of plants from your yards. Hostas, coneflowers,
daylilies, phlox are all great ideas, or anything other
perennials you have that might need thinning or
transplanting. Mike or others from the church can come
dig up and get your plants if you need help.
We believe this sale can make $1500 to $2000 with your help.
Contact Mike Kennedy for more information - 815-5280127.

- 5-

FOR SERVICE
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING is an annual, interdenominational offering that makes the love of Christ real for
individuals and communities around the world who suffer the
effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship, and
for those who serve them through gifts of money and time.
Your gifts to this offering will help strengthen struggling
communities with basics like education, health care, tools,
seeds, and wells. We will receive offerings for One Great Hour
of Sharing throughout the month of April.
GIFT CARDS: Hi, all! I'd just like to make a public service
announcement regarding gift card sales. I'm always happy to
have you order/buy gift cards but with funds being a little low
lately, I'm not keeping a lot of cards in stock. Also, if you've
left an order in the gift card box, please let me know so that I
can retrieve your order and get it placed. Thanks for your
ongoing support of the gift card program! - Penny
UPDATES FROM CHURCH CABINET: The Cabinet met on
Monday for our monthly meeting. Our discussions We ended
the month of March with about $35,000 in our operating fund
and about $171,000 in our combined non-endowment assets.
We received an average of $1938 in offering each week in
March; our budgeted expenses are about $3200 weekly.
The Church Cabinet agreed recently that public health
conditions allow us to make masks optional for worship. (At
the recommendation of our worship staff, we do still ask the
choir to mask while singing their anthems.) We encourage you
to come however you are most comfortable with regards to
masks, and to treat your church neighbor with the same love
and respect you always show, whether they’re wearing a mask
or not. We continue to ask that you stay home if you’re feeling
sick and that you maintain a healthy distance from other
households when you choose your seats for worship.
We will continue to watch public health conditions and to
make decisions about our community’s standards based
on Jesus command to love each other and protect the most
vulnerable among us.
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EASTER FLOWERS
ARE DEDICATED

To the Glory of God: Pastor Hope Molozaiy
In Memory of:
Carol Sligting, in memory of John Sligting
Bill Haase, in memory of Peggy Haase
Dick & Louise Strahs, in memory of Billy and
Kenny Ching
Marti Swanson, in memory of Rick, Gary, Ken and
Mark
Charles & Yvonne Kemp in memory of our mothers:
Lucille Lyght & Thelma Kemp
In Thankfulness: Dick & Louise Strahs in
thankfulness for our many blessings
Bob and Judy Jooss in thankfulness for friends,
family & The Community Church
Phyllis Kazimier in thankfulness to all or church
family that have helped us to continue our church
services.
****Please remember to take your flowers home
with you!
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PRAYERS for the Week of April 17, 2022
If you have prayer updates or announcements to share, Please
send them to BOTH Pastor Hope pastorhope@richmonducc.org)
AND our office manager, Brandi Pletcher
(office@richmonducc.org). THANKS!
We will leave a person on our list for four weeks, unless asked to
leave them on longer.
JOYS: Birthdays: Sarah Warren (April 20)
PRAYERS FOR:
Dawn Conley’s daughter, Kelly DeSalvo
Betty Waspi
Cheryl Heber’s father, Russell Koca
Deann Workmon
Patt Clymer, friend of the Molozaiys
A Richmond family in a time of crisis
Elise Livingston’s friend, Jim Wright (Patty’s husband)
Debbie Franzone
Ongoing Prayers:
Lydia Blanton’s friend, Natalie, and Natalie’s family
Ella Watts, Melissa Jones’s mother
Louise Strahs’ niece, Amy Lenik
Prayer Partner
Our Congregational Prayer Partners this week is Gail and Jeni
Crutcher.
In the Wider Church: We pray for our neighbors in Christ, St.
Paul United Church of Christ in Barrington, IL, and their Pastor:
Jana Chwalisz
We also pray for our Mission Partner: Mission Partner is

Heifer International: We work to end hunger and poverty in
partnership with the communities we serve. By supporting and
training the world's farmers, ranchers, and female business
owners, we're investing in a new breed of success. For more
information visit: www.heifer.org.
Members and Friends who are Homebound or in
Nursing Facilities:
Mercedes Ahlgrim (New Mexico), Sharon Mensing (Sterling), Bob
Krueger (Libertyville)
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